
Results	
  from	
  a	
  quick	
  “action	
  poll”
On	
  October	
  27,	
  2017,	
  160	
  attendees	
  from	
  27	
  countries	
  responded	
  to	
  a	
  survey	
  handed	
  out	
  
at	
  the	
  sponsored	
  luncheon	
  “Who	
  Will	
  Do	
  Science	
  in	
  the	
  21st	
  Century?”	
  at	
  the	
  10th World	
  
Conference	
  of	
  Science	
  Journalists	
  in	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  California,	
  USA.
• Asked	
  what	
  changes	
  would	
  affect	
  public	
  participation	
  and	
  interest	
  in	
  science	
  in	
  their	
  
country,	
  respondents	
  split	
  between:
• programs	
  to	
  popularize	
  science
• greater	
  engagement	
  of	
  scientists	
  with	
  the	
  public,	
  and	
  
• government	
  funding	
  of	
  science.

• Asked	
  what	
  changes	
  would	
  affect	
  women’s	
  participation,	
  respondents	
  did	
  not	
  advocate	
  
legal	
  action	
  on	
  discrimination	
  and	
  harassment,	
  but	
  favored	
  social	
  changes	
  including	
  
mentorship	
  and	
  education	
  for	
  girls.

• Finally,	
  asked	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  science	
  journalism	
  in	
  broadening	
  participation	
  in	
  science,	
  most	
  
respondents	
  chose	
  “telling	
  the	
  stories	
  of	
  women”	
  and	
  making	
  sure	
  women’s	
  voices	
  are	
  
heard.
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1.	
  What	
  changes	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  would	
  have	
  the	
  biggest	
  effect	
  on	
  public	
  interest	
  
and	
  participation	
  in	
  science	
  in	
  your	
  country?

Other

Greater	
  scientist	
  engagement	
  with	
  the	
  public

More	
  economic	
  support	
  for	
  science	
  
journalism

Programs	
  to	
  popularize/humanize	
  science

Growth	
  of	
  science-­‐ and	
  technology-­‐based	
  
industries

More	
  government	
  funding	
  of	
  science

Average	
  score	
  on	
  a	
  1–6	
  scale
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2.	
  What	
  efforts	
  would	
  increase	
  the	
  participation	
  of	
  women	
  in	
  science	
  in	
  your	
  
country?	
  

Enactment/enforcement	
  of	
  laws	
  against	
  discrimination	
  and	
  
harassment

Support	
  of	
  science	
  education	
  for	
  girls

Changes	
  in	
  social	
  attitudes	
  about	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  women

More	
  role	
  models	
  and	
  mentorship

Other

Average	
  score	
  on	
  a	
  1–5	
  scale
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None.	
  Changing	
  social	
  attitudes	
  toward	
  public	
  participation	
  in	
  
science	
  is	
  not	
  an	
  appropriate	
  role	
  for	
  science	
  journalism.

Actively	
  investigating	
  practices	
  in	
  science	
  that	
  limit	
  
participation	
  by	
  women	
  and	
  others.

Telling	
  the	
  stories	
  of	
  women	
  and	
  making	
  sure	
  women's	
  voices	
  
are	
  heard	
  in	
  public	
  policies	
  and	
  activities	
  related	
  to	
  science.

3.	
  What	
  role	
  should	
  science	
  journalism	
  play	
  in	
  broadening	
  participation	
  in	
  
science?
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Number	
  of	
  respondents	
  selecting	
  option
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My	
  country

USA UK

Uganda Switzerland

Singapore	
   Rwanda

Panama Mexico

Malaysia Kenya

Japan Jamaica

Indonesia France

Finland Ecuador

Denmark Costa	
  Rica

Colombia China

Chile Canada

Cambodia Brazil

Belize Australia

Argentina


